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Informed sources wnthm the Cen--'
tral Intelligence Agency report that
the real reason Prestdent Ford was
forced to ask CIA chief William Col- .
by to han?ammd—a-whxle longer aft-
er he was fired xs named -Gen..
Vernon A. Walters — the agency s‘.

- deputy director. -

Allowing Walters to become act-.
ing chief could have proved to, be'
very embarrassing. - - L, &

Waltess is the oniy major partxcn-
pant in the Watergate scenario still
t¢ be in his ongmai powerful posi-
tion. He survived, in part,. by gomg‘_
underground, '

-

Bur as acting director he would ...
have had to surfacs to testify in the

coming weeks before-the continuing
House and Senate probes into the

agency's illegal abuses of power. His -both the Senate Watergate probe and "

- the court trial. of Nixon's former

role as-CIA spokesman might well’
have prompted awkward - questions
as to why Presxdent rord had al-

]owed him to stay: - Rt

nght have opened up a whole new

- Inaddition, Wz}ters testlmony’i

. line of congressional, inquiry.. Both

Yet he was reaarded at one-time-

~as such’a. good fn'end of‘President -

Nixon that high-level White House.:’

" ed that John Dean and others at the*

a.
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White House had dealt with Walters
during the Watergate crisis rather

L3

§than then~dxrector Richard. Helms

because they assumed that as a mili-
tary man close to Nixon he would re-
spond with- unquestmmng

compliance:-  .:- Lo

Walters is also beheved to be
privy to the most sensitive CIA se-
crets. He has had a long background
in intelligence work, much of it unol.
dicial but most of i
nating extremely sensmve matenal
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"‘used to be during the Nixon Adminis- E
. tration. Helms, for instance, is bemv‘e

. Iight catch him between Kissinger |
“and Schiesinger,” a CIA official ob-

'.'served» another agent,

- White House aides had asked him to
“lean ‘on’FBI Director’ Patrick Grav

. funds from Mexico which had turned

" up in.the bank account of one of the
. the Senate and House :committees..

- have thus far concentrated upon Col-., :

by and virtually ignored- ‘Walters.: s _memos -he had written after his

“White House contacts describing the
- efforts to enhst both the CIA and

_ i FBlLin'the coverup of the scandal. ==
aides considered him their best. Jdink..,

to the agency. Indeed, testimony be.
fore a House subcommlttee indicat- -

. tergate burglary He ‘also insisted

- used for improper purposes prior to:
- the break-in, when it provided equip—

- ard Hunt Jr that was later used m

H'Relﬁg%rs appm dgm %25?150

“He s been a hloh-class messenger
boy,'" one source said.

... CIA sources are dmded as to his

ability, but they. agree that it might

. not be helpful to Presxdent Ford 11' he” .

testified. For one thing, he would be

-under great pressure to be as truth-
_ful as Colby is credited with being.

‘Telling lies is not as fashionable as it

investigated by the Jusuce Depart-
ment for possible perjury. :
" “'This association with Nixon

served. “Hé knows a lot.,”
““After Watergate, I'am amazed
that he was able to stay on,” ob-

Walters was a pnme wntness at.
‘White House aides. He testified that
to stop a probe of Nixon campaign

men arrested during the Watergate
break-in in June, 1972. He submxtted

< Walters -presented.a picture of"
staunch CIA resistance to becoming
involved in the'coverup after the Wa-

-the CIA_did not know it was “being

ment to- Whlte House agent E. How-

the cnme “-’«

‘It was also c!ear however that
the CIA resisted ot because of some-
_ethical distaste Hut because xt feared

being exposed;
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dump Co]by, as a large number v:of’
other things about his dramdtlc Cabe:
inet shufﬂe did not seem to occur to.
him. It will be a substantial periodi
before China envoy- George Bush camn
-assume command, because he must™
first arrange the Presxdent S Dccem-

what appears to be developing into a
. serious and potentially long confir-

platter of crow in public and leaned
on Colby's professional pride to per-
_suade hlm to de!ay hxs departure
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the Presndem in his initial haste to.

ber trip to China and then he faces '

mation fight. So the Presxdem ate a~
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The Director of Central Intelligence

awards the Distinguished Intelligence Medal to

VERNON A, WALTERS

e PRI P O

Lieutenant General, United States Army
Deputy Director of Central Intelligence

fin recognition of his outstanding performance of his moral and legal
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responsibilities as the Deputy Director of Central In’celligencé.

w

General Walters intemsively learned the details of the Agency's
mission, organizat&onal structure and activities. His exceptional
talents in Ilurﬁan relations ﬁmde him a highly effective representative
o_f the organization in dealings with foreign intelligence officials and
other members of the United States Government. Behind his outward

’ P L N
appearance of informality and conviviality, 'g?\he displayed the highest

A
qualities of moral integrity and rigid adherence to his constitutional
responsibilities, despite a number of severe pressures to lead him

vy

ey
to a contrary ]_:>ositicm.é§D General Walters' actions made a major

contribution to the Central Intelligence Agency and reflect great

credit on him, the United States Army, and the Federal service.; 3
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